
Resolutions of Loundoun County: Loudoun County a Hundred Years Ago

William and Mary College Quarterly Historical Magazine, Vol. 12, No. 4. (Apr., 1904), pp.
231-236.

Stable URL:

http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0043-5597%28190404%291%3A12%3A4%3C231%3AROLCLC%3E2.0.CO%3B2-7

William and Mary College Quarterly Historical Magazine is currently published by Omohundro Institute of Early American
History and Culture.

Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of JSTOR's Terms and Conditions of Use, available at
http://www.jstor.org/about/terms.html. JSTOR's Terms and Conditions of Use provides, in part, that unless you have obtained
prior permission, you may not download an entire issue of a journal or multiple copies of articles, and you may use content in
the JSTOR archive only for your personal, non-commercial use.

Please contact the publisher regarding any further use of this work. Publisher contact information may be obtained at
http://www.jstor.org/journals/omohundro.html.

Each copy of any part of a JSTOR transmission must contain the same copyright notice that appears on the screen or printed
page of such transmission.

The JSTOR Archive is a trusted digital repository providing for long-term preservation and access to leading academic
journals and scholarly literature from around the world. The Archive is supported by libraries, scholarly societies, publishers,
and foundations. It is an initiative of JSTOR, a not-for-profit organization with a mission to help the scholarly community take
advantage of advances in technology. For more information regarding JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

http://www.jstor.org
Thu Nov 29 12:41:25 2007

http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0043-5597%28190404%291%3A12%3A4%3C231%3AROLCLC%3E2.0.CO%3B2-7
http://www.jstor.org/about/terms.html
http://www.jstor.org/journals/omohundro.html


of approaching land; some saw grass & sticks swiming; some 
knew it from the feeling of the air & water; & every one discov- 
ered it from the water changing colour. About dusk we hove 
to cast the lead; & at the same time saw a sail a considerable 
distance to the westward of us; which as it was stearing directly 
for us, had exactly the appearance, we supposed, the light house 
would have at that time in the evening; & I myself at first enter- 
tained hopes of seeing the light displayed as soon as it  grew 
dark. But here were we disappointed; an hour after we hove 
the lead, the sail came up with & spoke us; i t  was a brig from 
the Cape, which she had left 3 days before, & had been running 
all that time before a strong wind; she informed us that we were 
nearly in latt. 70, rather more than 300 miles to eastward of 
Cape Henry. At this time the wind was just a head, blowing 
fresh, with the appearance of settled weather; which opened to 
us a prospect of 12 or 15 days, beating to windward, with a 
norwest wind cold enough to freeze the ends of the noses on your 
faces. 

Monday, 18th Decem'r, '96.-Made sight of the land about 
sixty miles to Southward Cape Henry. Since speaking the Brig 
in lattitude 70, we have had favorable winds, except about 10 
hours while crossing the gulf stream. We then met with a chill- 
ing No west wind. While rolling in the gulf stream, fell in with 
a N England schooner bound to No Carolina. We kept company 
some time, & saw each other get our decks well swept & washed 
in salt water. The wind getting to Southward, continued so, & 
raining until we made the land. 

RESOLUTIONS OF LOUDOUN COUKTY. 

In 1877-'78 the following article appeared in a Leesburg (Va.) news-
p a p e r . 4 ~ ~ ~ ~D. EVANS. 

"Major B. P. Nolan, grandson of Burr Powell, has just put 
us in possession of a verified copy of the proceedings of a public 
meeting held at Leesburg, Loudoun county, on the 14th of June, 
1774--nearly one hundred and five years ago. It is interesting, 
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not merely for its antiquity, but as showing the spirit of inde- 
pendence that animated the breasts of our liberty-loving coun- 
trymen two years before the Declaration of American Independ- 
ance in 1776. The original document was found among the 
papers of Col. Leven Powell, at one time member of Congress 
from this district, who died in 1810. His son, Burr Powell, for- 
warded a copy to R. H. Lee, Esq., who in 1826 was about to pub- 
lish a second edition of his Memoirs of the Life of R. H. Lee, of 
Revolutionary fame. The second edition of that work, however, 
never appeared, and the proceedings of the Loudoun Meeting 
are now, for the first time, given to the public in printed form. 

"We publish the accompanying memoranda of Burr Powell, 
as showing the authenticity of the Paper in question. 

"At a Meeting of the Freeholders and other inhabitants of 
the County of Loudoun, in the Colony of Virginia, held at the 
Court-house in Leesburg, the 14th June, 1774-F. Peyton, Esq., 
in the Chair-to consider the most effectual method to preserve 
the rights and liberties of N. America, and relieve our brethren 
of Boston, suffering under the most oppressive and tyrannical 
Act of the British Parliament, made in the 14th year of hie 
present Majesty's reign, whereby their Harber is blocked up, 
their Commerce totally obstructed, their property rendered use- 
less-

"Resolced, That we will always cheerfully submit to such pre- 
rogatives as his Majesty has a right, by law, to exercise, as Sov- 
ereign of the British Dominioi~s, and to no others. 

"IZesolt.ed, That it is beneath the dignity of freemen to submit 
to any tax not imposed on them in the usual manner, by repre- 
sentatives of their own choosing. 

"Resolved, That the A d  of the British Parliament, above 
mentioned, is utterly repugnant to the fundamental laws of jus- 
tice, in punishing persons without even the form of a trial; but a 
despotic exertion of unconstitutional power designedly calcu-
lated to enelave a free and loyal people. 

"Resolved, That the enforcing the execution of the said Act 
of Parliament by a military power, must have a necessary ten- 
dency to raise a civil war, and that we will, with our lives and 
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fortunes, assist and support our suffering brethren(*), of Bos-
ton, and every part of North America that may fall under the 
immediate hand of oppression, until a redress of all our griev-
ances shall be procured, and our common liberties established on 
a permanent foundation. 

"Resolved, That the East India Company, by exporting their 
tea from England to America, whilst subject to a tax imposed 
thereon by the British Parliament, have evidently designed to 
fix on the Americans those chains forged for them by a venal 
ministry, and have thereby rendered themselves odious and de-
testable throughout all America. It is, therefore, the unani-
mous opinion of this meeting not to purchase any tea or other 
East India commodity whtever, imported after the first of this 
Month. 

"Resolved, That we will have no commercial intercourse with 
Great Britain until the above mentioned Act of Parliament shall 
be totally repealed, and the right of regulating the internal 
policy of N. America by a British Parliament shall be abso-
lutely and positively given up. 

"Resolved, That Thompson Mason and Francis Peyton, Esqs., 
be appointed to represent the County at a general meding to be 
held at IFTilliamsburgon the 1st day of August next, to take the 
leense of this Colony at large on the subject of the preceding 
resolves, and that they, together with Leven Powell, William 
Ellzey, John Thornton, George Johnston and Samuel Levi, or 
any three of them, be a committee to correspond with the several 
committees appointed for this purpose. 

"Signed by, 
"John Morton, "Thonlas JITilliams, 
"Thomas Ray, "James Noland, 
"Thomas Drake, "Samuel Peugh, 
"William Booram, "IFTilliam Nornail, 
"Benj. Isaac Humphrey, "Thomas Luttrell, 
"Samuel Mills, "James Brair, 
"Joshua Singleton, "Poins Awsley, 
"Jonathan Drake, "John Eendrick, 
"Matthew Rusk, "Edward O'Neial, 

This far is written in the handwriting of George Johnston, I think; 
the balance is certainly written in the handwriting of the late Leven 
Powell.-B. P. 



"Barney Sims, "Franois Triplitt, 
"John Sims, "Joseph Combs, 
"Samuel Butler, "John Peyton Harrison, 
"Thomas Chinn, "Robert Combs, 
"Appollos Cooper, "Stephen Combs, 
"Lina Hanconk, "Samuel Henderson, 
"John McVicker, "Benjamin Overfield, 
"Simon Triplett, "Adam Sangster, 
"Thomas Awsley, "Bazzell Roads, 
"Isaac Sanders, "John Wildey, 
"Thos. Williams, "James Graydey, 
"John Williams, "Joseph Bayley, 
"Henry Awsley, "John Reardon, 
"57'm. Finnekin, "Edward Miller, 
"Richard Hanson, "Richard Hirst, 
"John Dunker, "James Davis." 
"Jasper Grant, 

(A  COPY.) 
"MIDDLEBURG,Il th  January, 1826. 

"DEAR SIR: I find in your memoir of the life of R. H. Lee, at 
page 97, a letter from Mr. Lee to Samuel Adams, dated 23rd 
June, 1774, in which is this passage: 'In the meantime, the sense 
of some Counties is taking, and two have already declared their 
desire to stop all commercial intercourse between Great Britain 
and the West Indies and this Colony.' Here would be a suitable 
place to introduce into your 2d edition the Loudoun Meeting and 
resolutions, which I furnished you with. I t  is more than proba- 
ble, from a comparison of dates that Loudoun was one of the 
two Counties that had expressed an opinion, referred to in that 
letter. I want much to secure to my County the honor it is cer- 
tainly entitled to for the course it then pursued. I want, too, to 
secure, in some degree to my father's character, what i t  deserves 
for the part he acted then. I t  will be easy to show that of the 
fifty odd signers to the original paper put into your possession, a 
large portion of them were his neighbors and personal friends. 
I t  is certain he was present in the meeting because a part of the 
proceedings was written in his handwriting. I shall be glad to 
hear from you whether there is a probability of a second edition 
of your aork shortly coming out. 

"With Respect, etc., etc., BURRPOWELL." 



"To R. H.  Lee, Esq. 
(Sent to R. H. Lee, Oct., 1827.) 

(The following memo. in Burr Powell's handwriting.) 
"The original paper, of which a true copy follows, was put 

into the hands of R. H. Lee, Esq., when about to publish the life 
of R. H. Lee, and by him deposited in the Archives of the Ameri- 
can Philosophical Society, of Philadelphia." 

"In looking into the papers of my deceased father, Leven 
Powell, who died in the year 1810, I met with it  and laid it  by. 
. . . I t  is written partly in the handwriting of my father 
and partly by George Johnston, his intimate friend, who was 
Aid to General Washington, and died in his family in the year 
1877. The signers were, most of them, residents of the neigh- 
borhood in which Col. Powell lived, and many of them were 
personally known to me in my youth and early manhood. I am 
acquainted with the handwriting of several of them, and two 
of the number, viz. : Robert Combs and Joshua Singleton, are 
now living, the first named about four miles from me. I 
found with the original paper the proceedings of the convention 
held at TVilliamsburg on the first of August, 1774, and among 

"This is a mistake. Major Burr Powell was probably under the 
impression that the original resolutions placed by him in Mr. Lee's 
hands were among the papers presented by Mr. Lee to the Philosophical 
Society of Philadelphia; but after a careful search, Dr. Hayes, the 
present proctor of the Society, found that the Loudoun Resolutions were 
not among the papers in their archives, the only ones in their possession 
being those from which the first edition of Mr. Lee's book was written. 
At his suggestion, I wrote to Mr. William C. Lane, Librarian of Harvard 
University, who, after an examination of a part of the Richard Henry 
Lee papers, which were donated to that institution, wrote me that no 
trace of the Loudoun Resolutions could be found among them. I then 
wrote to Mr. F. W. Page, Librarian of the University of Virginia, to 
which institution most of the Richard Henry Lee papers were donated 
after the death of his biographer, Richard Henry Lee, since 1827. Mr. 
Page replied that all of the Lee papers, with the exception of a few, 
were destroyed in the great fire a t  the University in 1895. It thus 
seems that farther search for the original Loudoun document would be 
futile; but its authenticity cannot be doubted from the many marks of 
antiquity surrounding the copies and correspondence here given. The 
original copy, found by Major B. P. Nolan, is still in the possession of 
the Nolan family. J. D. E. 



the members there attending was Francis Peyton, one of the 
members chosen by the meeting that passed resolutions of the 
14th of June, 1774, contained in said paper. I know i t  from 
the circumstances to be genuine. George Johnston's handwrit- 
ing is known to me from letters now in my possession. 

"He mas in regular correspondence with my father from the 
time he first entered on military service in the Fall of the year 
1775 (he was in the battle of the Great Bridge in Virginia, 
fought on the 9th of December, of that year, and described on 
the same day in one of his letters), till his death. 

"NoTE.-T~~ meeting at Williamsburg on the 1st of August, 
1774 (of which I have a printed statement), was attended by 
108 of the most respectable and influential men of Virginia, in 
the order in which they are enrolled the name of George Wash-
ington stands fifth from the top; Peyt>on Randolph, Robert C. 
Nicholas. BURRPOWELL." 

SARAH HALLAM. 

I n  1752 there appeared in Williamsburg "The London Company of 
Comedians." It was the first regular company of playwrights who ever 
came to  America. The manager was Lewis Hallam, Sr., brother of 
William Hallam, manager of the "new Theatre in Goodmansfields, "Lon- 
don." There had lately been erected near the Capitol, on the east side 
of Waller Street, a new play-house, which Lewis Hallam altered into 
"a regular theatre fit for the reception of ladies and gentlemen." During 
this visit, little Lewis Hallam, son of the manager, made his first sp-
pearance. He was a boy of twelve years, and had only one line to 
recite. But he was so frightened that  he could not speak, and, bursting 
into tears, rushed off the stage. 

I n  liil the Hallam Company once more reappeared in Williamsburg 
under the name of the "Bmerican Company of Comedians." Lewis 
Hallam was now a t  his best, and his main support was his cousin, Miss 
Sarah kiallam. This young lady, previous to her appearance in Vir- 
ginia, had evoked unlimited praise from the poets of Maryland, who 
compared her face unto Cytherea's and her form with Diana's. As a 
tribute to her beauty and art ,  Charles Wilson Peale had painted her 
portrait in her role of Imogene. There is a letter of Col. Hudson Muse, 
of Virginia, which states that  he went to  the play in Williamsburg every 
night for eleven nights, and found Miss Hallam superfine. The diary 
of General Washington shows that  he was a constant attendant a t  the 
theatre in Williamsburg during this season. 

At these entertainments, Peter Pelham, the organist of Bruton 
Church, furnished the musical accompaniments. 

Sarah Hallam, the beautiful actress, lived afterwards for many years 


