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Adrian Mayer, SAGE
member, volunteer, and
former board president,
passed away on June 3.
Adrian would have been 85
years old on August 15, and
friends and family gathered
together at the Cornell Club
on his birthday to celebrate
his truly amazing life.  
SAGE held a tribute for

Adrian at the LGBT
Community Center the
night before, to honor his
life, friendship, and com-
mitment to the organiza-
tion he joined over 25 years
ago.  Adrian was a leg-
endary leader in the SAGE
community — he will be
sorely missed by the many
friends he made.
Howard Oboler, Adrian’s

friend of 40 years, remem-
bers that when Adrian
committed himself to
something, he stayed with
it forever. That helps
explain his tremendous
devotion to SAGE over
more than two decades.    
Adrian served on the

SAGE board for over 10
years, starting in the late
1980s, including a stint as
board president.  He was
editor of SAGE’s newsletter
for about two decades.  He
also worked as SAGE’s first
Drop-In host (with Jerre
Kalbas), was a vital part of
the 75+ group, and carried
the SAGE banner for many
years at the GLBT Pride
Parade. And I’m sure he did
many other things I’ll
never know about, too
many to count.
Adrian was also an active

public representative for
SAGE, speaking at hospi-
tals, schools, senior centers,
and conferences about the
organization and his life as
a gay senior. At SAGE-
sponsored events, Adrian
was often called on to

address the gathering,
whether it was a volunteer
recognition party or a gay
pride celebration.  
It was at one of those

events that I first saw him
in the late 1990s.  He was
wearing a blue blazer, an
open collared shirt, and a
stylishly knotted ascot, and
he spoke with an ease and
grace that matched the ele-
gance of his attire.  To me,
he seemed like an elder
statesman.
That Adrian took on this

role is astounding, since he
had kept his gay identity a
secret throughout his work
life. Adrian was extremely
close to his family, including
his two sisters, his niece

and nephew, and his grand
nieces and grand nephews.
But he didn’t come out to
them until after he became
involved with SAGE, when
he appeared on the Sally
Jesse Raphael program with
a group of SAGE seniors in
the 1980s. 
Family members were

very supportive when they
saw him on the show, and
this experience seemed to
pave the way for him to
become more proud of his
identity.  He gave many
more years of service to
SAGE and worked to
improve life for GLBT seniors.

Jim Lomax, who served
on the SAGE Board of
Directors with Adrian,
called him a “true blue and
stalwart supporter” of
SAGE, who was generous
with his time and willing to
do anything to help the

organization.
Even before his involve-

ment with SAGE, Adrian
contributed his time and
energy to helping others.
During his work life, he
spent every Monday night
for 30 years volunteering
with an organization called
Volunteers of the Shelter 
to help pre-adolescents
with reading problems.  
He was also dedicated to
the organization Caring
Community.  And he was
proud of his service fight-
ing on the front lines dur-
ing the Second World War.
Adrian worked in adver-

tising throughout his
career.  He was an avid the-
ater-goer who loved to trav-
el.  A man of grace and
quiet elegance, Adrian was
known for his kindness,
gentle consideration and
respect for other people.

He was a true gentleman in
every circumstance —
always courteous, support-
ive, and kind.  
I had the great honor of

working with Adrian for
several years when he was
editor of SAGE Matters
(and of the earlier “SAGE
News & Events”).  He host-
ed all of our editorial meet-
ings in his apartment and
was always extraordinarily
welcoming.  He was a vital
member of the committee,
dedicated to producing a
publication that would
inform SAGE members
about important news.  He

also had style and a sense of
humor.  Long-time readers
of the newsletter may
remember that in every
issue he ended his columns
with an alliterative sendoff,
such as “Have a savory
September” or “Have a

jaunty January.”
During the last two years

of his life, Adrian became
very sick from Parkinson’s
disease, with which he had
been diagnosed more than
a decade before.  Yet he
always rose above his ill-
ness, said his friend David
Brandenberg.  He contin-
ued to attend SAGE’s 75+
group and received tremen-
dous support and care from
his family, as well as lots of
visitors.  
Former SAGE volunteer

coordinator Susan Levine
and I visited Adrian a few
months before he passed
away. He was, as always,
gracious and kind, even
through the pain and infir-
mity he was experiencing.
He was himself to the end
— as concerned about us as
we were about him.
Adrian’s spirit lives on

with all of us who had the
great pleasure to know
him.  And his great works
live on in SAGE — the
organization that he loved
so much.                         ■
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Top: SAGE honored Adrian at a membership meeting in 2004, and his family came to celebrate
with him.  Above: Adrian with close friends Howard Oboler (right) and Bob Gorman (left).


